
Rising up high 

with standards!
Alexandra Horn, Head of SME, DIN



One crisis chases the next….

Why should we deal with standards these 
days?



Because we can actively 
shape the future together

here and now 

with standards 



Let‘s start our journey together
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https://www.zim.de/ZIM/Redaktion/DE/Artikel/markteinfuehrung.html



How can we provide support?
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▪ Knowing, what standards are

▪ Knowing, which topics are relevant for standardization

▪ Knowing, when it makes sense to apply standardization

▪ Knowing, which projects are relevant for standards 

▪ Knowing, which advantages it brings to apply standards

▪ Knowing, how standards are created and how one can participate

▪ Knowing, which funding projects support standardization



What is a standard – an what is the 
difference to a norm?



DIN A4

conformity, value chains, uniformity, efficiency



What is a standard?

▪ Supports quality and security in economy, 

technology, science and management

▪ Defines conditions for products, services and proceedings 

▪ Provides clarity regarding properties of your product 

and promotes the free movement of goods

A document which …. 





What kind of advantages do standards 
bring?
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▪ Interoperability

▪ Security

▪ Transparency

▪ Consumer safety

▪ Visibility on the market

▪ New markets



For which future topics are standards 
relevant?





Circular Economy

…. Rethinking the design of products from the start

Bildquelle: © Story of Stuff



▪ Green Deal – Digitale Product Passport 
Repairability

Circular Economy
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▪ Circular Economy – Standardization 
Roadmap.

▪ Set Standards – close the circle!





Wer die Norm hat, hat den Markt*
*Werner von Siemens
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When should you apply standards in 
your projects?



Step by step
▪ At the beginning of a project check the state of the art – have a in existing standards 

‒ What do we already have?

‒ How can we build up on existing standards?

‒ In case there are not yet any standards – does it make sense to initiate new standard?

▪ Standard/Norm – yes, or no?

‒ Is there a best practice aspect within your project idea?

‒ Does your planned product need a market approval?

‒ Does your product have a potential for international markets?

▪ Check in between

▪ Final judgement
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How do you develop standards and 
how can you get involved?



Three steps to create a DIN SPEC 

01 02 03
Everybody can initiate an 

standard.
________________

________________

DIN SPEC is a short cut …

We need at least three 

partners who start working 

on content in workshops. 
________________

________________

We don‘t need a consensus.

DIN is publishing the 

DIN SPEC …
________________

________________

… a DIN SPEC can be a 

starting point for a standard 



DIN Norm und DIN SPEC (PAS)

Heute Idee. Morgen Standard.

DIN SPEC

DIN-Norm



34.000 Normen

17 Milliarden Euro

volkswirtschaftlicher Nutzen/a.



What kind of funding opportunities 
do you have?



WIPANO – who can participate?

▪ Companies situated in Germany with 

▪ Less than 1000 employees

▪ An annual turnover of less than 100 Million Euros

▪ No activity in standardization in the last three years 



WIPANO – what is funded?

▪ Active participation in standardization committees 

▪ Research on standards (Perinorm, Normenticker, DIN-Mitteilungen) and management of 

standards

▪ Creatin of a DIN SPEC or VDE-application rule

▪ Travel expenses at national and international level

▪ Experts' advice on standards 

▪ 70% of all expenses 



WIPANO – details of the funding 

▪ Advice of active participation in standardization committees, up to 20.000 Euro 

▪ Research and management of standards , up to 10.000 Euro 

▪ Creation of DIN SPEC (PAS) and/or VDE-application rule, up to 10.000 Euro

▪ For further questions pleas contact: wipano-ptj@fz-juelich.de

mailto:wipano-ptj@fz-juelich.de


Reasons for a closer collaboration 
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Reasons for a closer collaboration

▪ Make project results visible on the market

▪ Many topics we have in common

▪ Consortia alreasy exist in your networks and can engage in a DIN SPEC

▪ Funding by the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs
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What do we offer you @DIN

▪ Tailor made matching with DIN activities

▪ Standards research 

▪ Accomaniment throughout the standardization process



DIN 

Deutsches Institut für Normung e. V.

Burggrafenstraße 6

10787 Berlin

www.din.de

Alexandra.horn@din.de

+49 (0) 30 2601-2806

Alexandra Horn

Head of SME
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